ROMANIA 
THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH – PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT – APL2
HEALTH SECTOR REFORM PROJECT – PHASE II 
IBRD Loan no. 4760RO
EIB Loan no. 22943 – RO 
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

“Technical Assistance for Project Management Unit APL 2, within the Ministry of Health, in order to develop a strategy for primary healthcare in underserved rural areas and the related action plan”
This request for expressions of interest follows the General Procurement Notice for this project that appeared in United Nations Development Business No. 651 of March 31, 2005. 

The Government of Romania has received a loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and a loan from the European Investment Bank (EIB) toward the cost of the Health Sector Reform Project –Phase 2 and intends to apply part of the proceeds of these Loans for payment through the Ministry of Health – Project Management Unit-APL2 under the Contract for providing technical assistance to the Project Management Unit –APL2 within the Ministry of Health to develop a National Strategy of Rural Healthcare Development.. The Health Sector Reform Project’s implementation is ensured by the Project Management Unit –APL2 (PMU –APL2).

The global objective of the technical assistance is to draft the National Strategy of Rural Healthcare Development in underserved areas and the related Action Plan, which should contribute to the improvement of the population health status in areas with low access to primary medical care, by increasing the population’s access, the quality of services in primary healthcare and the patients’ degree of satisfaction. 

The estimated duration of the assignment is 6 months and will start within 7 days from the effectiveness date of the contract.
The consultant must be a specialized company which should provide at least one Public Health Specialist expert in organizing health systems, an expert in Health economics, an expert in the organization of Family Medicine services and an expert in Health legislation.

The consultant selected to fulfill this assignment must have experience (at least one project over the last five years) in the following fields:

· Developing health strategies, especially for Primary Healthcare

· Developing health strategies for the population in areas which are underserved in terms of healthcare 

· Contributing to the drafting of regulations in the primary healthcare field 

· Drafting infrastructure development programs for primary healthcare.

The team proposed by the company selected to carry out the assignment shall fulfill, as a group, the following requirements: 

· Professional Qualification/Education Background: The team proposed by the selected company must include at least specialists with a university diploma in Public Health, specialists in Family Medicine/Primary Medicine, specialists in Economy and Health Legislation.

· Experience: experience in the field of Primary Healthcare strategies. The team should include at least one specialist in organizing Family Medicine services, with working experience in the rural area. Experience in projects carried out in Eastern Europe is an advantage. The team proposed by the selected organization must also have knowledge in the following fields:

· Research of  healthcare systems (especially Primary Healthcare)

· Knowledge related to the package of laws in the Romanian health sector and in other related fields, and health-related EU policies. 

· Knowledge related to the Romanian health system: organization, supply, financing, regulation, reforms, performance and evaluation of health services.
· Required skills:
· Interpersonal communication and organization skills, required in order to ensure the collaboration of all the factors involved in the health sector 
· Ability to work in an international team 
· Coordination in order to ensure efficient harmonization of the contributions of various participants in drafting Strategies, Action Plans and the Program.
· Analytical skills in order to detect the main issues related to the provision of medical healthcare and to select the tools required to approach such issues.

The proposed team of experts should collectively cover all the above mentioned fields of expertise. Good knowledge of English and advanced PC skills are essential for all the team members working within this assignment.  Consultants must not be or have been in any conflict of interest/disputes with the Romanian Ministry of Health over the last 3 years.

Civil servants and other staff members of Romanian public institutions may not be recruited as experts.

The Ministry of Health, through the Project Management Unit – APL2, now invites eligible Consulting firms to indicate their interest in providing these services. 

The Expressions of Interest must provide information indicating that the Consulting firm is qualified to perform the above mentioned services, respectively:

· General information: core business and years in business, presentation of services provided, address, contacts, and country of registration, etc.;

· Specific information on the Consulting firm experience in the field of the assignment: number of years of professional experience, description of previous similar assignments, clients references, experience in similar conditions, etc; 

· Information regarding the availability of appropriate specialized staff for the assignment: qualifications and expertise of key staff, years of expertise in the areas above mentioned, etc. 

The Expression of Interest will be analyzed against the following evaluation criteria:

· General qualifications of the Consulting firm – maximum 30 points;

· Specific experience of the Consulting firm in the field of the assignment – maximum 50 points;
· Availability of appropriate specialized staff to fulfill the assignment – maximum 20 points

The Consultant will be selected using QCBS (Quality and Cost-Based Selection) method, in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers, dated May 2004. Following the evaluation of the Expressions of Interest the Consultants selected on the short-list will receive a Request for Proposals based on which they will submit Technical and Financial proposals. The firm obtaining the highest combined technical and financial score shall be invited for negotiations. The contract will be subject of World Bank’s no objection.

Expressions of interest in English language must be delivered to the Project Management Unit –APL2, Ministry of Health, in attention to Mr. Francisc Czobor and Mr. Sorin Ivan at the address below no later than October 7, 2009 at 1600 hours local time. Expressions of Interest received by e-mail are accepted only on condition that they are promptly followed by a hard copy of the document.
The Ministry of Health 

Project Management Unit – APL2
Attn. Mr. Francisc Czobor, PMU Director and Mr. Sorin Ivan, Procurement Expert 
1-3, Cristian Popisteanu Street, 2nd floor, room 235
Sector 1, 010024, Bucharest, Romania
Tel: 0040 21 307 26 41
Fax: 0040 21 307 25 87

e-mail:  francisc.czobor@ms.ro
 sorin.ivan@ms.ro

